Lesson 14 : Present perfect and past simple Part 2

A) Past simple

We never use the present perfect simple when we talk about a finished time (for example with yesterday, 5 minutes ago, in 1998, when I was younger….)

· We played tennis yesterday afternoon.

· It stopped raining 5 minutes ago.

· Jenny’s grandfather died in 1998.

· I never drank coffee when I was younger.

We also use the past  with “what time…”  or  “when….”?

· When did you last phone your parents?

· What time did the film start?”

B) Present perfect simple
We use the present perfect simple for a period of time that continues until now (with today, this week, since 1999)

· We haven’t played tennis today.

· I haven’t been to the cinema this week.

· The Kenworths haven’t bought a new car since 1999.

Exercise 1: Are the sentences right or wrong? Correct them where necessary
1) I have lost my pen. I can’t find it anywhere. OK
2) Have you played chess when you were a little boy? Did you play…
3) I bought a new scooter last week. OK
4) Jeremy dropped out of college a year ago. OK
5) Have you been to Canterbury? Yes, quite a few times. OK
6) I’m very thirsty. I didn’t drink a lot of water today. I haven’t drunk….
7) When was  Beverly’s last book published? In April this year. OK
8) Look at Larry! He looks in a lot of pain. He has broken his leg. OK
9) Have you watched today’s news? OK
10) Did you watch the 12 o’clock news? OK

Exercise 2: Make sentences using present perfect or past simple
1) (it/not/rain/this week) = It hasn’t rained this week.
2) (it/warm/last week)= It was warm last week.
3) (I/not/buy/a magazine/yesterday)= I didn’t buy a magazine yesterday.
4) (I/not/buy/a magazine/this week)= I haven’t bought a magazine this week.
5) (you/be/to church/lately?)= Have you been to church lately?
Exercise 3: Put the verb in the correct form, present simple or past simple

1) Ken  didn’t feel very well at work last week.

2) I don’t know Peter’s wife. I  haven’t met  her yet.

3) Peter’s wife died before I was born. I never met her.

4) Mr. Cummings worked in a clothes factory for 25years. Then he quit his job to retire in South Africa.

5) Is  Randy here? No, he has gone to the chemist’s.

