LESSON 13: Present perfect and past simple part 1
A) Situation: Compare
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 Carla is looking for her glasses. She can’t find them. She has lost them.= She is not wearing them now.
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Hyacinth has found her glasses. She has them now.

Has she lost her glasses? No, she has found them.

Did she lose her glasses? Yes, she did.

She lost her glasses (past simple) but now she has found them (present perfect simple).
The present perfect (something has happened) is a present tense. It always tells us about the situation now.

The past simple (something happened) tells us only about the past.

So, if the situation now is different, you can’t use the present perfect.

-They have gone away but they will come back on Friday. = They are away now.

-They went away but I’m sure they are back home now. = They’ve gone away is wrong here.
B) Present perfect versus past

We can use present perfect for new or recent happenings.

“The repairman has fixed the phone. It’s working now.”

“Have you heard about Susan?”  “She has won $10,000 in a raffle.”
We use the past simple for things that are NOT recent or new.

-Shakespeare was a brilliant playwright. He wrote “Romeo and Juliet”.

-Who invented paper?
C) Present perfect to give new information

We use the present perfect to give new information but if we continue to talk about it, we normally continue in the past simple. 

       A: Oh no, not again! I have bumped my head against that stupid drawer.
B: How did it happen?
A: I bent down to pick up a paper clip and I had left it open.

Exercise 1: Write a sentence about the following situations
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 The office is empty. Everybody has gone home.
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 I meant to call you yesterday but I forgot.
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 Look! His car has broken down.
Exercise 2: Put the verb into the correct form, present perfect or past simple
1) My village in the south is very different now. It has changed a lot. 
2) It stopped raining for one hour but now it’s pouring again. 
3) What do you think of my driving? Has it improved? 
4) Where is my pen? I left on the table and now it’s gone. 
5) A: Have you heard about Mary? She has met a wonderful man. 
B: Oh my God! Where did she meet him? 
A: Well, it happened when she visited the Pyramids in Egypt last week. 

Exercise 3: Are the following sentences correct or incorrect? Correct where necessary.

1) Do you know about Kevin? He has put on 3 pound in 2 days. OK
2) My girlfriend has grown up in Switzerland. NO She grew up in Switzerland.
3) How many Grand Prix has Ayrton Senna won? NO How many Grand Prix did he win?
4) Ouch! I burnt my finger again! NO I’ve burnt my finger.
5) Stewart is not in his office. He has gone to a business  meeting in town.OK
