Lesson 5 : Past simple
A) FORM
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 William Shakespeare was an English poet and playwright who lived from 1564 to 1616.He wrote 33 masterpieces between 1580 and 1613.He died when he was 52 years old.

Was, lived, wrote, died are all past simple forms.

The regular verbs end in –ed: died, invited, stopped , passed, studied.

There are 3 possible pronunciations: /t/ = passed , /d/ lived  and /id/ invented

Many verbs are irregular: See the list of irregular verbs on the website (with their pronunciation)

For the negative form, didn’t (did not) is introduced before the verb.

For the questions, did+subject+infinitive

B) USE

We use the past simple to talk about finished actions in the past. There is no link with the present. We use it with words and expressions such as:

-AGO: I met my wife in Rome 10 years ago.

-LAST: We had a wonderful party last night. They left for London last week.

-YESTERDAY: We didn’t do our homework yesterday.

-YEARS/DATES: Shakespeare died in 1616.

C) TO BE in the past

Affirmative: I/He/She/It was                 You/We/They were

Negative: I/He/She/It wasn’t (was not) You/We/They weren’t (were not)

Question: Was I/he/she/it …?                 Were you/we/they…?

I was sick last week.

I wasn’t at school yesterday.

Were you at work last Tuesday?

Exercise 1: Write what Paul did yesterday.

Paul: “I usually get up at 6 o’clock and have toast and tea for breakfast. It takes me about 30 minutes to get to work by bus. I start work at 8.30. I don’t have lunch. I finish work at 5.00 I am always tired when I get home. I usually cook dinner in the evening and I don’t go out. I watch TV. I go to bed at 11.00 and I always sleep like a baby.”
Yesterday, Paul ……

Exercise 2: Complete the sentences with the following verbs in the past

buy   catch   cost   fall  hurt  sell spend  teach  throw

1) How did you learn to swim? My mother ……… me.

2) We couldn’t afford to stay in our house in the countryside so we…….. it.

3) Joanna ………….down the stairs this morning and ……………her ankle.

4) Eleanor …………the ball to Katy, who ……………it.

5) Jennifer ……………quite a lot of money today. She …………..a dress and a pair of shoes. The shoes……………….£ 200.

Exercise 3: Write the questions

1) When I was in the USA, I drove from San Francisco to Los Angeles.
How……………………………………? By car?

2) I stayed in several motels and hotels.

Where ……………………………………?

3) I spent two wonderful days in Santa Monica.

How long………………………………..?

4) Yes, it was. But it was very hot.

Was………………………..?

Exercise 4: Complete the sentences but the verb may be in the negative form.

1) The film wasn’t very good. I …………………..it very much. (enjoy)

2) I knew Tom was very busy at work so I ………………….him. (disturb)

3) We were exhausted so we…………………the party early. (leave)

4) The window was open and a pigeon……………in and …….on my desk. (fly, sit)

5) I was in a hurry so I…………………time to call you. (have)

