LESSON 20: PRESENT TENSES FOR THE FUTURE
A) Present continuous with a future meaning

Kate: Hello, Jane! About the dinner party on Saturday night…., let me look in my diary!

I am playing tennis at 2. Then, I’m going to the hairdresser’s and then I’m meeting Jessica for a drink. Then, I’m free. See you then!

In all these examples, Kate has already decided and arranged to do these things.

I’m doing something (in the future)=  I have already decided and arranged to do it.

-What are you doing on Friday night? I’m going out to a disco.

-What time is the plane taking off tomorrow? It’s taking off at 2.30.

-I’m not working tomorrow so we can have a picnic.

-Gavin isn’t playing in the final because he has hurt his foot.

The present continuous is more natural when we talk about arrangements but we can also use BE GOING TO.

WILL can’t be used for arrangements.

We can also use the present continuous for an action just before we begin to do it (especially with verbs of movement: come/go/leave…..)

-I’m late. I’m leaving now.

-Hurry up, Tom! Yes, I’m coming.

-It’s getting late. I’m going.

B) Present simple with a future meaning

We use the present simple to talk about timetables, programs etc (for public transport, cinemas etc.)

-The train leaves at 4 so I need to hurry up now.

-The film starts at 2.

-Today is Thursday so tomorrow is Friday.

We also use the present simple to talk about people if their plans are fixed in a timetable.

-I start work at 9 and finish at 6.

But if the arrangement is personal, we prefer the present continuous.

-What time are you meeting Susan tomorrow? I’m meeting her at 5.

Exercise 1: Your best friend is going on holiday next week and you ask him about his plans.
1) Where/go?                                                            Ireland.

2) How long/go for ?                                                One week

3) When/leave?                                                        On Monday

4) Go/with your girlfriend?                                      No, on my own

5) Travel/train?                                                         Yes.

6) Where/stay?                                                          In a bed and breakfast.

Exercise 2: Put the verb into the more suitable form, present continuous or present simple
1) We……………………(have) a birthday party for Kitty next Sunday afternoon. Will you come?

2) The concert…………………..(begin) at 2.30.

3) ………………you…………………(do) anything special tomorrow? No, I don’t think so.

4) I…………………..(set off) now. I’ve come to say goodbye.
5) I’m bored with the news…but the film ………….(start) soon. Can we watch it?

6) Sabrina ……………(come) to see us tomorrow. She…………………(drive) and she…………..(arrive) between 2 and 3.

7) Can you come to the rock concert on Wednesday evening? Sorry, I can’t. I……………(work) late in the office.

8) What time …………… the train………….. (arrive)? Very early… At 8 in the morning.

9) What’s the problem? You look upset. Yes, my boss ………………(make) me work overtime tonight.

10) ………………the children …………(play) football this weekend? Definitely!
