Lesson 18: USED TO
A) FORM

Karen doesn’t go to night clubs these days. She prefers watching TV.

But she used to go to night clubs a lot. She used to go out 3 times a week.

She used to go to night clubs. = She   go regularly in the past but she doesn’t do this any more.

In the positive statements, USED TO + verb

In the negative statements, DID NOT (DIDN’T) USE TO + verb

In the questions, DID + subject + USE TO + verb?

B) USE

We use USED TO to say that something happened regularly in the past but it no longer happens in the present.

· I used to play basketball but I don’t play any more.

· My parents used to drink coffee in the morning but now they drink tea.

· Do you go to night clubs? No, but I used to go to night clubs once a week.

We also USED TO for things that were true but are no longer true.

· This building used to be a theatre. Now, it’s a cinema.

· Jerry used to have long hair but now he is bald.

· I have started eating chocolate. I didn’t use to like it.

I USED TO DO SOMETHING is past. There is no present form. We can’t say “I use to do something.

If we compare USED TO and the past continuous:

I used to listen to the news on the radio a lot.

It means that I listened to the news on the radio regularly but I no longer do this.

I was listening to the news on the radio when my sister came into the room.

It means that I was in the middle of listening to the news on the radio when she came in.

Do not confuse USED TO + VERB and BE USED TO + VERB + -ING
I used to live in Canterbury. = I lived there in the past but not any more.

I am used to living in Canterbury. = I live in Canterbury now and I don’t find it strange or difficult because I have been living there for a while.

Exercise 1: Complete the sentences with USED TO and a suitable verb. They may be negative sentences or questions.
1) Kate used to have/own/ ride a  scooter but she sold it last year to buy a motorbike.
2) I seldom eat spinach. I didn’t use to eat/like it when I was younger.
3) When you lived near the sea, did you use to go swimming every day?
4) It only takes me 20 minutes to go to work thanks to the new bus line. It used to take me 40 minutes.
5) There used to be a library here. Now, it’s a bookshop.
Exercise 2: Compare what William said 2 years ago and what he says now.
	2 years ago
	now

	I’ve got lots of girlfriends.
	I’ve got one steady girlfriend.

	I was very busy at the office
	I am unemployed.

	I didn’t drink milk.
	I drink milk.

	I never read biographies.
	I read the biographies of movie stars.


1) William used to have lots of girlfriends but now he only has one steady girlfriend.
2) He used to be very busy at the office but now he is unemployed.

3) He didn’t use to drink milk but now he drinks it.

4) He didn’t use to read biographies but now he reads the biographies of movie stars.

