Lesson 16 : Past perfect continuous
A) FORM

Situation example: 
Yesterday morning I got up and I looked out the window.  The ground was covered in snow although the sun was shining. It had been snowing.

It was not snowing when I looked out the window. The sun was shining but it had been snowing before.

Past perfect continuous: HAD+ BEEN+ VERB + -ING

	I/we/you/they
	had
	(I’d)…
	been
	learning, working

	He/she/it
	had
	(He’d)….
	been
	driving…..


In the negative form, NOT comes in between HAD and BEEN.

In the questions, HAD comes in before the subject.

-When Charles and Peter came back home, their clothes were dirty and their faces were red. Charles had a black eye. They had been fighting.

- I was exhausted last night. I had been working all day.

B) USE

We use past perfect continuous to say that something had been happening for a period of time before something else happened.

· The children had been playing football for 1 hour when it started raining.

· I had been learning Italian for years before I was sent to Rome for work.

· They had been driving all afternoon when they decided to rest in a hotel.
Exercise 1: Make sentences from the situations below using past perfect continuous

1) I was sad when my holiday was cancelled due to bad weather.

I had been looking forward to it.
2) Sheila woke up in the middle of the night and she didn’t remember where she was.

She had been having a nightmare.
3) Ken was at the bus stop. The bus was late. It was 20 minutes late.
He had been waiting for the bus for 20 minutes.
4) When their parents got home, Suzie and Kelly were in front of the TV. They had just turned it off.

They had been watching TV.
Exercise 2: Complete the sentences

1) We played basketball yesterday. 20 minutes after we started playing, it started to rain.

We had been playing basketball for 20 minutes when it started to rain.

2) I had arranged to meet Sam outside the cinema. I arrived and waited for him. After 30 minutes I realized I was supposed to meet him outside the library.

I had been waiting for him for 30 minutes when I realized I was supposed to meet him outside the library.
3) John found a job in the local sweet factory. 2 years later, it went bankrupt.

At the time the factory went bankrupt, John had been working there for 2 years.
4) I saw a play last week. The actors started playing. About 5 minutes a fat woman in the audience started singing opera.
The actors had been playing for 5 minutes when a fat woman started singing opera.

Exercise 3: Put the verb into the correct form: past continuous, pas perfect continuous or past perfect

1) It was very noisy upstairs last night. The neighbors were having a party.

2) Pat and I were best friends. We had known each other for 20 years.

3) My grandparents and I went for a walk but they found it hard to keep up with me because I was walking so fast.

4) Sarah was on the floor. She was very sweaty. She had been running.
5) When I came home at 8, everybody was at the table with their mouths full. They had been eating.
6) When I came home at 8, everybody was at the table with their mouths empty but their stomachs full. They had eaten.
