Lesson 15 : Past perfect simple
A) FORM

Example situation

Kevin went to a music festival last week. Karen also went to the festival, but they didn’t see each other there. Kevin left at 10 p.m and Karen arrived at 11 p.m

When Karen arrived at the music festival, Kevin wasn’t there. He had gone home. (past 

perfect)
We form the past perfect simple with the auxiliary HAVE in the past and the past participle of the verb: HAD+ Past participle
In the negative sentences, HAD+ NOT+ PAST PARTICIPLE (hadn’t is the contracted form)

In the questions, the auxiliary and the subject are inverted: HAD+ subject+ Past participle…?
B) USE

Sometimes we talk about something that happened in the past. Karen arrived at the music festival. This is the starting point of the story. But if we want to talk about things that happened before this time, we use the past perfect. When Karen arrived at the music festival, Kevin had already gone.

Examples:

· When we came home from our holiday, we found the house had been burgled.
· George didn’t want to go to the pictures because he had already seen the film.
· At first, I thought I had apologized for what I said but I didn’t.

Exercise 1: Write sentences in the past perfect about the following situations

1) You went to Carrie’s flat but she was out.

(she/ go/out)

2) I invited Tom to my engagement party but he couldn’t come.

(he/arrange/to do something else)

3) I offered the children a snack but they weren’t hungry.

(they/just/have/sandwiches)

4) You went to see a play at the local theatre but you were late.

(the play/already/begin)

5) You came home after a weekend away and the flat was dirty.

(It/not have/ clean)

Exercise 2: Write a sentence with never….before using the situations below:

1) The woman sitting next to you on the plane was very nervous. It was her first flight.

(fly)

2) A woman came into the dentist’s waiting-room. She was a stranger to me.

(see)

3) Last month they went to Norway. It was their first time there.

(be /there)

4) John sent Pamela a romantic email. She was flabbergasted.

      (write)

Exercise 3: Put the verb either in the past simple or the past perfect

1) Was Jenny in the office at 8? Yes, she………………………….(already/arrive)
2) I felt very tired after the football game so I ……………….(go) straight to bed.

3) The house was quiet when I came home from work. Everyone……………(go) to bed.

4) Sorry I’m late. My car………………..(break down) on the motorway.

5) We were riding our bikes along the road when a man ……………(step) into the road. He ……………(not see) us because he was drunk.

