LESSON 11 : HOW LONG
A) SITUATION
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Kelly and Paul are married. They got married exactly 20 years ago. So, today is their 20th wedding anniversary. They have been married for 20 years.

We say: They are married. (present)  but

How long have they been married? (present perfect) They have been married for 20 years.

B) USE

We use the present perfect to talk about something that happened in the past and still continues now.

· Jonas has been in hospital since Friday.

· How long have you known your best friend?

· I have known my best friend for 15 years.

· The tourists have been waiting for their train all morning.

· I have had this car since I turned 18.

When we ask “how long” the present perfect continuous form is used more frequently.

-How long have you been learning Italian? I’ve been learning Italian since 2009.

-How long has it been raining? It has been raining since lunch time.

-How long have you been driving? I have been driving for 1 year now.
State verbs are not usually used in the continuous form:

-How long have you known Kate? I have known her for 2 years.

-How long have you had your computer? I have had it since Christmas.

With “live” and “work”, we can use either the simple form or the continuous form.

-Peter has been living/ has lived in London for 5 years.

- My dad has been working/ has worked for IBM for ages now.

BUT with “always”, we use the present perfect simple.

· I have always lived in a big city.
Exercise 1: Are the sentences correct or incorrect? Correct them where necessary
1) Peter is my best friend. I know him for ages. Wrong= I have known …
2) The weather is dreadful. It’s raining again. OK
3) Jennifer has been working for Boeing for 20 years now. OK
4) I don’t like drinking tea any more. I don’t drink it in a year. Wrong= I haven’t drunk….
5) Your car looks ancient. How long do you have it? Wrong= How long have you had it?
Exercise 2: Write the question using the situation

1) You meet a man who teaches art. You ask him:

How long have you been teaching art?
2) Your little brother is learning Chinese at school. You ask him.

How long have you been learning Chinese?
3) You meet an old woman on a train. She lives in Manchester. You ask her;

How long have you lived/ been living in Manchester?
Exercise 3: Answer the questions

1) Is Jenny married? Yes, she has been married for 2 years now.

2) Do you watch TV very much? No, I haven’t watched TV for a few days now.

3) Kurt is never late, is he? No, he hasn’t been late since he started working for us.

4) Do you often go to the theatre? No, I haven’t been to the theatre since last year.

5) You know Kate and William well, don’t you? Yes, I have known them since they were teenagers.
