Lesson 6: Past continuous
A) FORM
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  Yesterday afternoon, two women were crossing the tracks when a train                        pulled in the station.
They were crossing= They were in the middle of crossing. They had not finished crossing.

was/were + -ing is the past continuous.
	I/she/he/it     was
	playing
working ……etc

	We/you/they    were
	playing
working……etc


For the negative form, not is put between the auxiliary (was/were) and the –ing form.

For the questions, the auxiliary and the subject are inverted.

B) USE
I was doing something= I was in the middle of doing something at a certain time. The action or situation had already started before this time but had not finished.

Examples: This time last year; I was working in a bank.

What were you doing last night at 8 o’clock?  I was watching TV.

We often use the past simple and the past continuous together to say that something happened in the middle of something else.

It was raining when I opened the window.

Jennifer phoned me when I was having a bath.

I was walking down the street when I saw an accident.

BUT we use the past simple to say that one thing happened AFTER another.

I was running in the park when I realized a big dog was following me. So, I stopped. I stared at it. Then he started licking my leg.

State verbs are not normally used in the continuous

We were good friends. We knew each other well.

Exercise 1: Complete the texts with the past simple or past continuous form

1) I………………(see) Susan in my favorite clothes shop yesterday, but she ……………..(not see) me. She ………………….(shop) with her new boyfriend.

2) I …………….(meet) Mary and John at the train station two days ago. They ……………(go) to Birmingham and I  ……………. (go) to Manchester. We ……….(have) a nice conversation while we ……………(wait) for our trains.

3) I…………….(get) home from work yesterday when a strange man…………(call) my name. I……….(start) to run but he ……………..(run) faster than me. In fact, he ……….(be) an old friend of mine I ……………..(not recognize).
Exercise 2: Fill in the gaps with the right form of the verb: past simple or past continuous.

1) Jerry………………….(wait) for me when I ………………..(arrive).

2) ………….you……………(go out) last night? No, I……………(be) too tired.

3) The situation was serious. We…………………..(not know) what to do.

4) Last night I ……………(drop) a glass when I…………………(do) the washing-up. Fortunately, it …………………..(not break)

5) I haven’t seen Cathy for a long time. The last time I……………..(see) her, she…………..(look) for a new job.

